
 

A brief history  

In towns and cities everywhere, the first motorists shared the streets with horse drawn vehicles. In Queensland they 

also shared the same traffic laws. You would be fined if you drove through intersections or around corners above 4 

mph (horse speed), if you parked your vehicle at the kerb, with the engine turned off and the park brake applied and 

were at too great a distance from your vehicle or away from it for more than 15 minutes. 

If the £2 fine was not paid, these motorists faced 7 days jail! 

Recent research of Queensland newspapers, published over nine years, reveals that motorists were clearly discouraged 

from coming into towns. 

This situation reached a peak with a case being heard every 2 minutes in the Brisbane traffic court. The Motorist’s 

Club (now RACQ) could only warn motorists to be vigilant in observing these laws. In 1925, a deputation to the in-

spector of police, that included the RACQ president, the Maryborough Chamber of Commerce and others, could not 

resolve the issues. 

In September 1926, Oswald Free, a hire car operator in Warwick, was the first person to enter a plea of ‘not guilty’ to 

the charge of leaving his vehicle unattended. Together with his garage proprietor, they demonstrated to the court that 

with the key in his pocket, he was in full control of his vehicle.  The court resolved the matter with a nominal 1 shil-

ling fine. This break through finally ended motorists operating under the laws written for horses. 

The VCCQ will be celebrating this important day in history for motorists across Queensland with a ‘Re-enactment run 

to Warwick’. 

 

COVID-19 ‘VCCQ’s Queensland Motorists’ Day Re-enactment Run’ 
 

We are holding the ‘VCCQ’s Queensland Motorists’ Day’ on the nearest available Saturday to the date of the above-

mentioned 1926 event.  

Unfortunately, with COVID-19, the event this year is a restricted and compliant version of what we hope to run annu-

ally from 2021. 

This years proposed two day event, to Warwick and return, is limited to 50 vehicles. 

 Starting points (and return): Esk or Gatton. Parking for entrants vehicles with trailers is being organized. 

 From Gatton, continue along Ma Ma Creek on Route 80 to Clifton.   

 Very slow vehicles to join at Clifton and then all vehicles to proceed to Warwick.   

 Drive into down-town Warwick, pausing at the Langham Hotel (now the Condamine Sports Club), to relive the 

event that extinguished the laws which were written for the control of horse drawn vehicles being used for motor 

vehicles. 
 

Please help us celebrate the COVID-19 ’VCCQ’s Queensland Motorists’ Day’, on the 26th and 27th September 2020, 

by joining us in your pre-1927 motor vehicle (period costume encouraged). 

 

 

COVID-19 ‘VCCQ’s Queensland Motorists’ Day Re-enactment Run’ 

26 & 27
th

 September 2020— Esk to Warwick, Queensland 

Expression of Interest 
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If you are a possible starter for our 2020 event then please complete this form and email or post it 

back.  It doesn’t obligate you in any way but it does help with planning and ensures we can stay in 

contact with you prior to this re-enactment.  

(If you know any other owners of pre-1927 vehicles who may be interested, please forward this on!) 

 

ABOUT YOU 

The entrant’s (owner’s) name: ............................................................................................................ 

Address: ............................................................................................................................................... 

Number of passengers: ......... 

Home phone (incl. area code): ................................  Mobile: ..................................... 

Email:  .........................................................    

Nominated starting point (please circle): Esk/Gatton 

 

YOUR VEHICLE 

Type (please circle): Car/Motorcycle/Commercial/Other  (If Other: ...............................................) 

Manufacturer: ...........................................  Year: .............               Model: ............................ 

Signed: ..............................................................    Date: ..................................2020 

Car Club: ............................................ 

 

Email to: vccq2020@gmail.com 

    (Phone: 0415 551 487) 

Or post to: 

  The Secretary 

  Vintage Car Club of Queensland Inc. 

  1376 Old Cleveland Rd 

  Carindale, Queensland 4152 

 

 

 

(Note: Entry forms, and information on accommodation and trailer parking, coming soon)  

COVID-19 ‘VCCQ’s Queensland Motorists’ Day Re-enactment Run’ 

 

26 & 27th September 2020  —Esk to Warwick, Queensland  

 

Expression of Interest 

Invitation to ALL veteran & pre -1927 vintage vehicles (max 50) 
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